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CONFIDENTIAL MADRID 6056 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: PGOV, SP 
SUB J : GIBRALTAR 

1 . WHEN I SAW FOREIGN MINISTER OREJA IN SAN SEBASTIAN 
ON AUGUST 11,1 ASKED HIM IF HE COULD GIVE ME SOME 
INDICATION OF THE PRESENT STATE OF PLAY WITH THE UK 
ON GIBRALTAR. I REMINDED HIM THAT THE U.S. POSITION 

ON THIS SUBJECT WAS A NEUTRAL ONE AND THAT MY INQUIRY 
WAS SOLELY FOR THE PURPOSES OF INFORMATION. 

2. OREJA SAID THAT HE EXPECTED TO SEE FOREIGN SECRETARY 

OWEN IN SEPTEMBER. (THERE HAS BEEN SOME SPECULATION THAT OWEN 

MIGHT COME TO MADRID, BUT IT SEEMS MORE LIKELY THAT 

OREJA WILL MEET WITH HIM IN NEW YORK AT THE UNGA, NOW 

THAT PRIME MINISTER SUAREZ IS PLANNING A VISIT TO THE 

UK IN OCTOBER.) OREJA SAID THAT THE QUESTION WAS NOT 

AN URGENT ONE AND THAT THE MAIN THRUST WAS TO TRY TO 

WORK OUT A SOLUTION WHICH TOOK INTO ACCOUNT THE VIEWS 

OF THE PEOPLE OF GIBRALTAR. SPAIN WAS ENTIRELY 

WILLING TO CONSIDER A REGIME OF AUTONOMY FOR GIBRALTAR, 

AS IT IS CONSIDERING AUTONOMOUS STATUS FOR CATALUNIA 
AND THE BASQUE COUNTIRES. IT IS UNDERSTOOD, OF COURSE, 
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THAT THIS AUTONOMY WOULD HAVE TO BE WITHIN THE FRAMEWORK 
OF GIBRALTAR'S INTEGRATION INTO SPAIN. 

3. FINALLY, OREJA COMMENTED THAT THE SPANISH WOULD 
BE PREPARED TO RELAX ITS PRESENT RESTRICTIVE MEASURES, 

INCLUDING LAND ACCESS, WITHIN THE CONTEXT OF POSITIVE 
MOVES IN THE DIRECTION OF GIBRALTAR'S REINTEGRATION 
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INTO SPAIN. 

4. FROM OTHER SOURCES I HAVE LEARNED THAT THE SPANISH 
HAVE BEEN GIVEN SOME INDICATION BY THE BRITISH THAT THE 
UK VIEWS THE GIBRALTAR PROBLEM WITH CONSIDERABLY GREATER 
FLEXIBILITY THAN BEFORE.STABLER 
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